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the same problem, since it supplies no area outside the city, and
not all that within. Its municipalization in 1951 was followed by
successive and considerable reductions of the charges, which were
in 1935-6 very much below those made by the private companies
which control the outer area of the city and the rest of the Survey
Area. So far, however, the attempts of the city corporation to buy
out the private company have been frustrated.
A large part of government grants—most of those in the so-
called "Local Taxation Accounts' before the War, and the general
exchequer grant to-day—are fixed in amount without reference to the
amount or the dkection of expenditure; but most of the others, of
which education, main roads, and police grants are the most im-
portant, take the form of the payment of a percentage of approved
expenditure by the local authority. If a local authority expands these
services, it raises the relative importance of grants as a source of
revenue, and imposes a smaller burden on the rates than if it expands
others. Since the war there has been a great extension of these
ad hoc grants as a means of encouraging local authorities to develop
particular services, and this policy still prevails in several fields,
despite the Local Government Act of 1929 which discontinued
it in the case of the public health services. More services are
affected, and the percentages are in general higher.
In 1913-14 some 24-7 per cent, of the receipts of local authorities
in the Area came from specific charges, 56-2 per cent, from rates, and
only 19-1 per cent, from grants; whereas in 1935-6 the proportions
were 37-6, 34*1, and 28-3. The importance of specific charges and
of government grants had thus largely increased, while that of rates
had diminished. The growth of the importance of specific charges
is due to the krge extension of the trading or 'semi-trading* services.
Receipts from water undertakings in Oxford and elsewhere have
gtown krgely, even though the profit margins are smaller; electricity
supply has been in part municipalized; and both in city and county
there has been the develpment of housing and secondary education
as services which contribute a krge part of their own cost. In Oxford
Qty 69 per cent, of the g-nnnal cost of the municipal housing estates
is met from rents; while secondary education appears to cover from
fees about one-fifth of its cost in the city, rather less than that (15
per cent.) in Oxfordshire, and about one-quarter in Berkshire. The
shifting of the emphasis between rates and grants is, however, krgely
independent of the expansion of the trading services. It is mainly the
result of two other changes—the greater use since the War of specific
giants in aid of particular services, which has already been mentioned;

